ALVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 9th November 2016 
	PRESENT:
ATTENDING:
	Cllr. Gary Collier
Cllr. Beveley Collier

Cllr. Paul Smooker

Ali Taylor
Alan Haslam
Eric Robson
Tony Ismay
Michelle Ismay
Philip Johnson

Laraine George


	Cllr. Ann Thomas 

Cllr. Dan Price 
Andrew Maliphant (ex-Clerk)
Emma Money (new Clerk)
Verlie Eagles

Alec Davis

Peter Brown
Chris Shell
Margaret Harris
Anne Maliphant



	
	Item
	Notes
	Action

	1
	Apologies for absence
	No apologies noted. 

	

	2
	Declarations of interest
	None

	

	3
	Minutes of the meeting on October 5th 2016 
	The minutes were agreed as a true record and signed accordingly. 
	

	4
	Planning
	Update: Myrtle Cottage, Court Lane, works to 29 trees: document circulated to Councillors.
 After discussion it was agreed there were no comments to be made. 

No other recent planning applications.

NDP Progress report: 100+ attended the successful NDP event on 23/10/16.Great Team effort: interest in a new Pavilion for the playing field was high. PS was very impressed by the information that was put together and answers given. Only 2 questionnaires received by GC since event re: A48 traffic problems.ie: speed, also support to remain an infilling service village rather than be joined to Lydney was high. Fears expressed re: drainage if village was expanded.
Fracking proposals: Stroud Council will oppose draft mineral plans for Glos. They have sent a template: if the Parish feel opposed, need to send to the local County Councillor by 24/11/16.GC led discussion: consensus: opposed to fracking in the Forest of Dean: suggest individuals write as well as the Parish Council: EM to draft copy letter and circulate to Councillors. Was also suggested that this process be fed into the current NDP process.

	EM

	5
	Playing Field
	PS reported from NDP event: The majority would like a new Pavilion, but question of funding? Who would maintain? Highlighted need for an action group to put forward a proposal.

20 written responses and verbal feedback: PS to add to Facebook page.

3 styles of Pavilion: wooden with veranda, brick or “farm barn”: metal and brick with an upper floor.

Location: top of field by sheds: has electric and water but would need new solid access path and football pitch to move.

Bottom of field by carpark: Good for access but no water/electric currently and subject to run off water due to slope.

How to fund: any funding should cover all costs including maintenance: need to find ways to generate ongoing annual income. E.g., encourage more use by external teams. The Parish Council would need to provide 5-10% of any funding grants we might ask for. The Cricket Club and Dog Club have responded: still waiting to hear from the Football Team.

Action: Paying Fields Committee needs to be expanded to drive this forwards. 


	PS


	6
	Finance


	The following invoices were approved for payment:
£75.00, Whitehouse Press Printers Ltd, Autumn newsletter
£111.00, Richard Morgan, grass cutting.
£20, Whitehouse Press Ltd, NDP event fliers.
£50 GPFA annual membership.
£35.00, HMRC, PAYE
£27.12, Merlin Waste for dog waste collection

£271.10 Andrew Maliphant, October salary
£37.58, Andrew Maliphant, October expenses
£9.95 Dan Elliott, Perspex for notice board.

£40.90 Dan Elliott, Fencepost replacement

£60.00 Gary Collier, Parish laptop repair.

£187.48 Mrs V Eagles NDP expenses.

The clerk reported the cost of a defibrillator provided by the ambulance service to be £1,550, to include 4 years servicing, supply and training. £500 District Council grant available so cost to Parish to be: £1,050. All in favour. Question of location: in a phone box or at The Globe? Location to be decided at December meeting.
Public Bench: PS has details of new bench costing £390, DE pointed out that approx. £100 to renovate and relocate the old bench as well: Councillors in favour, Clerk suggested consider expenditure after December budget meeting as prudent to keep a reserve of about one years income and defibrillator costs to be met first. 


	GC/EM

	7
	Correspondence for Information
	PS and AT have resigned as Parish Councillors.
Letter from Rough Sleepers Survey, re: anybody sleeping rough on 20/21st Oct: discussion around a man in Clanna Lane: Clerk to check if he fits criteria, nobody aware of anything else.

Road Safety e-mail: Asking for Parish to pay £50 towards £9,000 budget to improve road safety in the whole of the Forest of Dean, not just Alvington: outcome: to await more information.
Letter from environmental mapping service for NDP.

E-mail from Boar Solutions: neutral forum to share ideas re: boar: forwarded to Councillors already: will see how develops.

Council of Protection for Rural England, Community Transport posters, handouts and info to GC.
	AM/EM

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	The clerk reported progress was still needed on three agreed actions:

· PS has been the Parish Council Rep as well as Chair of the Playing Fields Committee, who will represent the Parish now he has resigned as Councillor? Is the Playing Field Committee allowed to choose its own Chair? Postpone to next meeting: but note the Committee cannot operate without a Councillor on the Committee. PS to continue meanwhile.
· 2 - x Councillor vacancies, 3-4 interested candidates: they were asked to submit a CV and covering letter to GC ASAP. 3 remaining Councillors then to appoint best candidates or interview. 
· Actions from previous meetings: power to playing field, fencing, process of changing bank signatories, are all outstanding but ongoing.
	PS



	9
	Councillor’s reports and items for future agenda
	PS reported that he had contacted Amey, re a street light: cost is approx. £1,200 plus connection fee, depending on site, per light. The Parish would buy but the Council would maintain. Existing post by The Globe is inadequate: decision: where do people want a street light located? Do residents want one at all?
Traffic: possible speed bumps on Garner Road/Church Lane: GC asked to obtain info: matter for new Council to consider in the future.
	

	10
	Public Forum
	The main matter raised in public forum:

· Thanks to Paul, Anne and Andrew for their service in their respective roles.

	

	11
	Date of next meeting
	The next parish council meeting will be in the village hall on Wednesday 7th December from 7.30 pm.
	


Signed:.......................................Chairman. 

Date:..............................
