ALVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15th March 2017 
	PRESENT:
ATTENDING:
	Cllr. Alan Haslam
Cllr. Dan Price
Margaret Harris

John Wood

Kent Albon


	Cllr. Eric Robson
Emma Money (Clerk
Verlie Eagles

Chris Shill
Peter Siret (Waterside Living)

	
	Item
	Notes
	Action

	1
	Apologies for absence
	Apologies were received from Cllrs. Gary & Bevely Collier

	

	2
	Declarations of interest
	None

	

	3
	Minutes of the meeting on February 1st  
	The minutes were agreed as a true record and signed accordingly 


	

	4
	Waterside Living 
	Peter Siret of Gloucestershire County Council gave a talk about the importance of correctly managing watercourses, streams and ditches by landowners in order to minimise flood risk. The Environment Agency is responsible for main rivers, the County Council is able to advise about smaller water courses and can take enforcement action against landowners if a community is flooded as a direct result of neglect of a watercourse. The Parish can help by observing local watercourses and talking to landowners where maintenance is needed, contacting the Council should things need to be taken further. Peter also provided maps of the Parish on which water courses can be plotted, with the aim that the Parish keeps these up to date and publishes on the website.
	

	5
	Planning
	EM reported that there have been no recent new planning applications in Alvington. Since the last Parish Meeting, letters reflecting the Council’s view regarding: P0087/17/FUL Land adjacent to Ordnance Cottage, P1765/16/LD1: Walnut Tree Cottage, P0297/17/TCA Scots Pine Court Lane, Proposed Further Changes to the Allocations Plan APFC73 have been sent: no further responses have been received.
	

	6
	Finance


	The following invoices were approved for payment:
£1 BT Payphones for telephone Kiosk
£35 GAPTC “Clerks More Knowledge 3” training course
£167.26 GAPTC Annual Subscription
£95 GAPTC “Being a better councillor” training course
£72.00 Centigen grass cutting 
£90.00 FODDC Garden Waste Bin License
£54.24 Merlin Waste for dog waste collection

£274.96 Emma Money, February salary
£24.59, Emma Money, February expenses

	

	7
	Correspondence for Information
	The clerk reported that among the correspondence received that Grant Thornton have had a delay in sending out the Annual Return and information pack, it should arrive by the end of March. A company called “Smartwheelie” can provide speed sign stickers for wheelie bins at reasonable prices, the GAPTC AGM is 15th July 2017, the deadline for resolutions is 2nd June 2017. There is an upcoming “Clothes Swop” in Newent: ACTION: DE agreed to put the details on the Parish noticeboard of the Clothes Swop event.
	DE

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	The Clerks Report as annexed to these minutes was acknowledged by all Councillors present, they had no further questions regarding this for the Clerk. All agreed the format is suitable and asked that the Clerk continue with this document each month. ACTION: EM to continue this document.
	EM

	9
	Councillor’s reports and items for future agenda
	ER: gave a brief outline of the “Being a Better Councillor” course recently attended by all 3 Councillors present. All agreed it was very useful and insightful. 
DE: apologised for the confusion that arose over the March meeting date and assured the Public Attendees that the Council is now hoping to look to the future in a more professional manner. DE is also trying to gain control of the Parish Facebook Page and will provide an update at the next Parish Meeting. 

The bench by the Parish noticeboard is in poor repair: in previous meetings a replacement costing £333 was discussed: all agreed a good idea but ? no budget allowed for this? Agreed that DE will research the possibility of a cheaper alternative and this will be discussed at the May meeting once the Parish Annual Return for this tax year has been completed and the financial position for the year ahead is clear. DE also needs to ask for support from the sports teams to move the bench on the playing field away from the football pitch.
AH: had nothing further to report, save that he asked that the Clerk e-mail him the meeting notice to display on the notice board, as GC has many other duties and commitments.

ACTION:DE to report to next meeting regarding the facebook page, cost of a new bench and moving the old bench. EM to send meeting notice to AH in future.
	DE/EM



	10
	Public Forum
	A number of matters were raised in public forum:

· Is there progress regarding enforcing 30 mph on Garlands Road/Knapp Lane? DE is aware that GC attended a meeting about this, he will need to report  the outcome at a future meeting.
· Is there progress regarding purchase of the phone box? Yes, EM has secured this and will post the payment shortly.
· When will the entrance to the playing field and car park be improved? DE has plans to do this in better weather and will ask the Cricket Team for help.
· Who is responsible for the puddles in the village hall carpark? The Village Hall Committee? 
· Who will repair the play equipment on the playing field? DE can now sort as he has been offered the loan of a generator.
· When will the playing field committee meet? ER is trying to get a list of Committee members together and organise a meeting, apparently PS has left relevant paperwork with GC.
· Grass cutting and maintenance of the playing field to be discussed at the next Parish meeting, after the playing field committee meeting. ACTION: EM to add to April agenda.  

	EM

	11
	Date of next meeting
	The next parish council meeting will be in the village hall on Wednesday 5th  April from 7.30 pm. 
	


Signed:.......................................Chairman. 

Date:..............................
